
The Time Of Mourning
A photoessay documented by Kimberly Cruz-Cruz





This photoessay is dedicated to Corona Hernandez, whom passed away on 
May 4, 2022.
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The little time we have on this earth passes quickly, sometimes too quickly, and 
others too slowly. Though at the end of it all there is no more time, only the 

past memories you’ve created. What have you created? Who have you changed? 
Inspired? What do others face when you’re no longer here? What do you feel 
when someone you love isn’t here? How do you face the fact that a loved one 

isn’t here with you on this lonesome planet anymore? Well, there’s no clear 
answer. It can be through creating memorials, retelling stories, connecting with 

other loved ones to share what you feel with one another. In the time that 
someone passes away, all emotions seem at a state of disarray. Through these 

images, you’ll see the ways that they’ve remembered and commemorated their 
passed loved one.
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The memorial for Corona Hernandez located near the 
entrance of the casa of Family Hernandez. The 

memorial has a picture of Corona Hernandez right in 
the middle, alongside white candles and -mostly-white 
flowers. This memorial was soon made after Corona’s 

passing on May 4th, 2022. 2



This is the memorial Family Hernandez made for the late 
Corona Hernandez in her memory. White flowers were 
used for her altar signifying purity. An Image of her in 

the middle taken around the midst of 2019.

Framing
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Gifts of sympathy for Family 
Hernandez as part of Irma Chicas, and 
Nolvia Quinteros. Soon after the news 
of Corona’s passing became known to 

them, they were quick to give their 
condolences to the Family.
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The flowers that were selected 
for Corona’s memorial were 

filled with white flowers. White 
flowers were chosen for the 
memorial because of their 
signification of purity and 

wholeness. 
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Connected through the Internet, Family Hernandez watches as 
Reina Hernandez, daughter of Corona Hernandez, say her final 

goodbyes to her mother before she is buried. A month before 
Reina had come to stay with her   mother, always staying awake 

and alert in case if her mothers’ condition worsened. Always 
worrying about her mother more than herself. Reina had always 

loved and cared for her mom, truly. Family Hernandez did as 
well.

Rule of thirds
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3,185 miles away, Family Hernandez watches through a 
live broadcast as people say their final goodbyes to 

Corona Hernandez. Janeth Cruz Hernandez says, “I 
felt very sad to not be able to bear with her at that 

moment, to not be able to see her, and to not be able to 
tell her how much I loved her. I felt like I could’ve 
done more for her, there was so much I could’ve 

done.”
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Color Theory

Family Hernandez shares their condolences with 
one another in front of the memorial for 

Corona. Retelling their stories of when Corona 
was in their lives as their mother, grandmother, 

or a friendly community member
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As they recount their stories to one another Brayan Cruz, 
the person visible in the image above, recounts that, 

“When someone came to visit us back in her home, she 
would always invite them in. She would tell us to prepare 
them food, no matter who they were. She enjoyed giving 
to those who didn’t have much. She had a grand heart, 
and was always kind. I’ll always remember her as a role 

model in my life” 9



“When we went out to sell in the town square, we would go sell at community 
activities. She was a woman of good heart that when time passed, and people 

couldn’t buy, because they didn’t have money she would give them of what she 
had brought to sell. The people really adored her that each time we went to sell 

food, they would gift us back with items because they saw that that my 
grandma, the woman with the kindest heart was coming.” 

 
-Janeth Hernandez Cruz, Granddaughter of Corona Hernandez
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“I remember when the five of us siblings lived with her, we would play a 
lot. I was climbing up a tree, though after I fell and I fainted. All I 

remember was that my grandmother took me on her arms, running, and 
crying when I woke up. She was really strong because she could take me 

into her arms so easily.” 
 

Heidi Hernandez Cruz, Granddaughter of Corona Hernandez
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“When we were on our way back home, when we had finished running errands, sometimes 
there would be a woman that would be selling natural drinks. She would tell us that she 

couldn’t sell anything the whole day. I remember her saying, ‘Buy from me, since I have not 
yet sold nothing.’ My grandmother looked at me and asked if I wanted any drinks. I told her 
‘no’, though soon she nudged me, so I quickly responded ‘yes’, that day I brought 6 drinks 
from that lady. My grandmother she was always a woman of charity, and trying her best to 

help other, even when she had nothing.” 
 

-Arely Hernandez Cruz, Granddaughter of Corona Hernandez
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There’s a limited time that we have on this earth, and that time’s short. When it 
comes to an end, who have we changed and inspired? Who’s affected by when 

we’re no longer here. What do we do when others we love are no longer on this 
planet with you? Well, there isn’t a specific how-to. Though going through 

someone’s recent passing we’ve seen through the lenses of this family that being 
together with close loved ones and sharing stories and their feelings to one 

another has given them guidance on accepting the passing of their loved one. 
Though there is more than one way, and what you may feel during this time 
might feel at a disarray, there can be a breakthrough and acceptance of what’s 
come. When someone you love passes away it’s okay to feel all these emotions, 
or no emotions; it is also important to find ways to express these emotion's you 

feel. Thank you for reading and looking through this photoesay.
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